468-9]               The Freedom of the Will                 45

the demand of our reason for unity by the logical postulate that
all experience may be included in a single self-consistent whole*
It is evident that the influence of this postulate will be most
marked on those facts which lend themselves to it with the
greatest readiness; and we have already seen that such a class
of facts is constituted by the ideas that we call objects of the
external world. The constancy of these objects and the
regularity of their relations to each other have long since
given rise to certain systems of concepts which prove that in
some departments of nature the postulate of a self-consistent
unity, formed in accordance with thought laws, is undoubtedly
realisable, and that in still other fields there is at least a
possibility of fulfilling it In consequence, our experience
of the constancy of objects has crystallised into the notion
of matter as an absolutely permanent substrate of phe-
nomena. It is a concept purely hypothetical in character,
but it has proved very useful in the establishment of further
principles; and it is, in particular, the foundation of all those
laws of constancy referred to above as giving to natural
causality its peculiar features. Now if we remember that
the principle of causality is merely the application of this
logical postulate of a self-consistent unity to any kind of
empirical content, that is, to all possible phenomena of con-
sciousness, it will become evident that the laws of constancy
must originate not from the nature of causality itself, but
from the special conditions of one particular realm of ex-
perience. In the case of all other psychical activities, where
there is no such reference to permanent objects, we must
indeed postulate a causal relation, since otherwise we cannot
think at all; but we shall have no occasion for any of those
special principles which are derived from a hypothetical
material substance.

The notion of a permanent substance, appertaining to those
Ideas which we call objects, involves the further supposition